
GLOBAL BUSINESS LEADERS CONFRONTING CHALLENGES  
AND SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES AS THE WORLD REBOOTS

Now in its 18th year, the prestigious Forbes Global CEO Conference was held in Bangkok, Thailand 

from October 30-31, 2018. Under the theme of “The World Reboots”, this year’s conference focused 

on how CEOs, companies and countries are confronting challenges and seizing opportunities arising 

from accelerating disruption.

Gathering some 470 of the world’s top global CEOs, tycoons, entrepreneurs, investors and thought 

leaders, the annual event served as a high-level platform to discuss and debate key issues of global 

concern, and to build new partnerships.

F O R B E S  G L O B A L  C E O  C O N F E R E N C E

Group photo at a private welcome reception before the start of the conference
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PROMOTION 2

H.E. Somkid Jatusripitak, Deputy Prime Minister of Thailand, delivered a keynote 
address in front of an audience of global business luminaries and thought leaders 
on the second day of the conference.

He spoke about Thailand’s success in developing the country as an ideal place 
for investment, including an improving economy, political stability, developing 
infrastructure and its critical location in the center of the ASEAN region. He noted 
Thailand’s moves to enhance its digital and technological prowess to better 
compete in a global economy filled with disruption and change.

Enrique K. Razon Jr., Chairman & President, International Container Terminal Services, Inc.; William Adamopoulos, CEO, Forbes Media Asia; Tos Chirathivat,  
Executive Chairman & CEO, Central Group; Suphachai Chearavanont, CEO, Charoen Pokphand Group, Chairman of the Executive Committee, True Corporation;  
H.E. Somkid Jatusripitak; Steve Forbes, Chairman & Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Media; Chartsiri Sophonpanich, President, Bangkok Bank; TC Yam, Chairman,  
Integrated Capital Holdings; Huynh Thanh Phong, Group CEO, FWD Group

(L-R)

KEYNOTE 
ADDRESS

by H.E. Somkid Jatusripitak,
Deputy Prime Minister, Thailand
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Throughout the two-day conference, some 50 speakers gathered from around the world, generating 
insights on topics such as the world economy, technology, disruption, innovation, and investment 
opportunities in sectors such as finance and real estate. The panels also highlighted the best strategies 
for leadership, entrepreneurship, family business, philanthropy and sustainable development.

THE BIG PICTURE

Suthiphand Chirathivat, Executive Director, ASEAN Studies Center, Chulalongkorn University, Executive Director, Central Group; Fan Gang, President, China Development 
Institute, Director, National Economic Research Institute; Yuwa Hedrick-Wong, Global Chief Economist, Mastercard; Parag Khanna, Managing Partner, FutureMap; Jim Walker, 
Chief Economist, Asianomics Group; Tim Ferguson, Editor, Forbes Asia

(L-R)

Chokdee Wisansing, COO, The Post Publishing; Steve Forbes; H.E. Somkid Jatusripitak; TC Yam; William Adamopoulos

(L-R)

Tos Chirathivat; Suphachai Chearavanont; H.E. Somkid Jatusripitak; Steve Forbes

(L-R) H.E. Somkid Jatusripitak; William Adamopoulos; Tan Hooi Ling, 
Cofounder, Grab

(L-R)
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BREAKING NEW GROUND

Hans-Paul Buerkner, Chairman, The Boston Consulting Group; Suphachai Chearavanont, CEO, Charoen Pokphand Group, Chairman of the Executive Committee,  
True Corporation; Mitch Garber, Chairman, Cirque du Soleil, Chairman, Invest in Canada; Shinta Widjaja Kamdani, CEO, Sintesa Group; Peter Moore, CEO, Liverpool FC; 
Moira Forbes, Executive Vice President, Forbes Media, President & Publisher, ForbesWomen

(L-R)

Miwako Date, President & CEO, Mori Trust; John Lim, Group CEO, ARA Asset Management Holdings; Serge Pun, Executive Chairman, Yoma Group of Companies;  
Panote Sirivadhanabhakdi, Group CEO, Frasers Property; Pamela Ambler, Senior Reporter, Forbes Asia

(L-R)

LEADERSHIP 4.0

BRAVE NEW CAPITAL

Foo Jixun, Managing Partner, GGV Capital; Jean Eric Salata, Chief Executive, Baring Private Equity Asia; V Shankar, CEO & Partner, Gateway Partners; Chartsiri Sophonpanich, 
President, Bangkok Bank; Zhao Changpeng, CEO, Binance; Rich Karlgaard, Editor-at-Large & Global Futurist, Forbes Media

(L-R)
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Apichart Chutrakul, CEO, Sansiri; Goh Choon Phong, CEO, Singapore Airlines; Patrick Grove, Group CEO, Catcha Group; Yoshito Hori, President, GLOBIS University, Managing 
Partner, GLOBIS Capital Partners; Xiang Bing, Founding Dean & Professor of China Business and Globalization, Cheung Kong Graduate School of Business; Rich Karlgaard, 
Editor-at-Large & Global Futurist, Forbes Media

(L-R)

JP Gan, Managing Partner, Qiming Venture Partners; Kuok Meng Ru, CEO, BandLab Technologies; Noni Purnomo, President Director, Blue Bird Group Holding; Tan Min-Liang, 
Chairman & CEO, Razer; Rana Wehbe, Senior Editor-Special Projects, Forbes Asia

(L-R)

Goodwin Gaw, Managing Principal & Chairman, Gaw Capital Partners; William E. Heinecke, Chairman & Group CEO, Minor International; Mario Moretti Polegato, Chairman, 
GEOX Group; Nguyen Thi Phuong Thao, President & CEO, Vietjet Air; Tan Hooi Ling, Cofounder, Grab; Tim Ferguson, Editor, Forbes Asia

(L-R)

DIGITAL DISRUPTION

WHAT’S NEXT

HYPERDRIVE
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Antoine Blondeau, Managing Partner, Alpha Intelligence Capital; Steve Forbes, Chairman & Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Media; Chairul Tanjung, Chairman, CT Corp; 
H. Roger Wang, Chairman & CEO, Golden Eagle International Group, Chairman, Committee of 100; Allan Zeman, Chairman, Lan Kwai Fong Group; Rich Karlgaard, 
Editor-at-Large & Global Futurist, Forbes Media

(L-R)

THE ROAD AHEAD

Jack Leslie, Chairman, Weber Shandwick; Peter Sands, Executive Director, The Global Fund; B. R. Shetty, Founder & Chairman, NMC Healthcare; Gary White, CEO,  
Water.org and WaterEquity; Rana Wehbe, Senior Editor-Special Projects, Forbes Asia

(L-R)

A GREATER GOOD

DNA OF SUCCESS

Binod K. Chaudhary, Chairman, CG Corp Global; Carrie Jones-Barber, CEO, Dawn Foods; Harald Link, Chairman, B. Grimm; Enrique K. Razon Jr., Chairman & President, 
International Container Terminal Services, Inc.; Pamela Ambler, Senior Reporter, Forbes Asia

(L-R)
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At the opening night gala dinner, 
Steve Forbes delivered his “Fact 
& Comment” speech, where he 
gave an overview of the U.S. and 
global economies. He also shared 
his analysis of the impact of the 
recent trade disputes between the 
U.S. and China.

FACT & COMMENT 
by Steve Forbes, Chairman and 

Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Media

Steve Forbes announced that the 2019 
Forbes Global CEO Conference will be held 
in Singapore, with Singapore Economic 
Development Board (EDB) as the Host 
Sponsor. In a conversation with Steve Forbes, 
Beh Swan Gin, Chairman of EDB, spoke about 
Singapore’s economic and tourism landscape, 
and welcomed delegates to Singapore.

SPECIAL  
ANNOUNCEMENT 

on the 2019 Forbes Global CEO Conference 

Rich Karlgaard, Editor-at-Large and Global Futurist of Forbes Media, provided an overview on what 
CEOs need to know about the Great Reboot. He spoke about cloud computing, AI and 5G wireless 
that will drive the next phase of digital transformation -- and accelerating disruption.

THRIVING IN THE AGE OF SMART MACHINES
-- What CEOs Need To Know
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Steve Forbes, Chairman & Editor-in-Chief,  
Forbes Media; Apichart Chutrakul, CEO, Sansiri(L

-R
)

Kasemsit Pathomsak, CEO, Pathomsak Holdings; Allan Zeman, Chairman, Lan Kwai Fong Group; 
Christopher Forbes, Vice Chairman, Forbes Media; Jean Eric Salata, Chief Executive, Baring Private 
Equity Asia(L

-R
)

Suphachai Chearavanont, CEO, Charoen Pokphand Group, Chairman 
of the Executive Committee, True Corporation; William Adamopoulos, 
CEO, Forbes Media Asia; Rose Damen, Non-Executive Board Member, 
Damen Shipyards Gorinchem, Commercial Director, Amels

(L
-R

) Panote Sirivadhanabhakdi, Group CEO, Frasers Property; JP Gan, Managing 
Partner, Qiming Venture Partners(L

-R
)

Tan Min-Liang, Chairman & CEO, Razer; Zhao Changpeng, CEO, Binance

(L
-R

) Peter Allen, Executive Director, Pacific Century Group; Chartsiri Sophonpanich, 
President, Bangkok Bank(L

-R
)

Peter Moore, CEO, Liverpool FC; TC Yam, Chairman, Integrated 
Capital Holdings(L

-R
)

Mitch Garber, Chairman, Cirque du Soleil, Chairman, Invest in Canada; Felicia Razon, 
International Container Terminal Services, Inc.; Enrique K. Razon Jr., Chairman & 
President, International Container Terminal Services, Inc.

(L
-R

)

The conference also provided excellent opportunities for prominent business leaders and powerful 
tycoons to engage and network exclusively within the Forbes community.
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Miwako Date, President & CEO, Mori Trust; Dang Minh-Phuong, Founder, 
Chairwoman & CEO, MP Logistics(L

-R
)

Suthipak Chirathivat, Advisory Member, Executive Committee, 
Central Group of Companies, Executive Director, Central 
Pattana; Gina Rinehart, Executive Chair, Hancock Prospecting 

Goodwin Gaw, Managing Principal & Chairman, 
Gaw Capital Partners; John Lim, Group CEO, ARA 
Asset Management Holdings

Beh Swan Gin, Chairman, Singapore Economic Development 
Board; Antoine Blondeau, Managing Partner, Alpha Intelligence 
Capital; Denes Ban, Managing Partner, OurCrowd

Mike Federle, CEO, Forbes Media; Chanapun Juangroongruangkit, 
Senior Vice President, Thai Summit Group

H. Roger Wang, Chairman & CEO, Golden Eagle International Group, Chairman, Committee of 
100; Douglas Hsu, Chairman & CEO, Far Eastern Group; Kuok Khoon Hong, Chairman & CEO, 
Wilmar International, Chairman, Yihai Kerry Group

Nguyen Thi Phuong Thao, President & CEO, Vietjet Air;  
B. R. Shetty, Founder & Chairman, NMC Healthcare

Parag Khanna, Managing Partner, FutureMap; Yuwa Hedrick-Wong, Global Chief Economist, Mastercard; 
Steve Forbes, Chairman & Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Media; Carrie Jones-Barber, CEO, Dawn Foods; Jim Walker, 
Chief Economist, Asianomics Group; James E Thompson, Chairman, Crown Worldwide Group of Companies

(L
-R

) (L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)
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Aradhana Lohia Sharma, Director, 
Thai Plaspac; Shruti Hora, Director, 
Indorama Healthcare

Peter Sands, Executive Director, The Global 
Fund; Chartsiri Sophonpanich, President, 
Bangkok Bank

V Shankar, CEO & Partner, Gateway Partners; Chairul Tanjung, Chairman, CT Corp; Tony Chew, 
Executive Chairman, Asia Resource Corporation(L

-R
)

Steve Forbes, Chairman & Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Media; Mario Moretti Polegato, 
Chairman, GEOX Group(L

-R
)

Thomas Tsao, Partner & CEO, Gobi Partners; Patrick Grove, Group CEO, Catcha Group; 
Suthiphand Chirathivat, Executive Director, ASEAN Studies Center, Chulalongkorn University, 
Executive Director, Central Group; Dittaphand Chirathivat, Business Development Senior 
Manager, The 1 Central

(L
-R

)

Thapana Sirivadhanabhakdi, President & CEO, Thai Beverage; 
Kishin R K, CEO, RB Capital(L

-R
)

Suphachai Chearavanont, CEO, Charoen Pokphand Group, 
Chairman of the Executive Committee, True Corporation; 
Hans-Paul Buerkner, Chairman, The Boston Consulting Group

William E. Heinecke, Chairman & Group CEO, Minor 
International; Jehnny Susanty, Director, Shanghai Golden 
Bund Real Estate; Djafar Frankle Widjaja, Deputy Chairman, 
Sinar Mas Group, Chairman, Bund Center Investment

(L
-R

)
(L

-R
)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)
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Kuok Khoon Hong, Chairman & CEO, Wilmar International, Chairman, 
Yihai Kerry Group; Kuok Meng Ru, CEO, BandLab Technologies;  
Goh Choon Phong, CEO, Singapore Airlines

Shinta Widjaja Kamdani, CEO, Sintesa Group; Steve Forbes, 
Chairman & Editor-in-Chief, Forbes Media; Noni Purnomo, President 
Director, Blue Bird Group Holding

Laurence Lien, Chairman, Lien Foundation, Co-Founder & CEO, 
Asia Philanthropy Circle; Harald Link, Chairman, B. Grimm

Binod K. Chaudhary, Chairman, CG Corp Global; Serge Pun, 
Executive Chairman, Yoma Group of Companies

Vikrom Kromadit, CEO, Amata Corporation; Moira Forbes, 
Executive Vice President, Forbes Media, President & 
Publisher, ForbesWomen; Catherine Forbes, Forbes Media

Fan Gang, President, China Development Institute, Director, 
National Economic Research Institute; Jim Walker, Chief 
Economist, Asianomics Group

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

Jack Leslie, Chairman, Weber Shandwick; Rana Wehbe, Senior 
Editor-Special Projects, Forbes Asia; Gary White, CEO, Water.org and 
WaterEquity

Foo Jixun, Managing Partner, GGV Capital; Yoshito Hori, President, 
GLOBIS University, Managing Partner, GLOBIS Capital Partners(L

-R
)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)

(L
-R

)



PROMOTION 12

CO-HOST SPONSORS

PRINCIPAL SPONSORS

CORPORATE SPONSORS

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

A special thanks to the speakers, delegates and sponsors of the eighteenth
Forbes Global CEO Conference.

Thomas Tapken, MD, Pattana Sports Club; Pornthip Hirunkate, Board 
Director, Thailand Convention & Exhibition Bureau, VP, Thailand Incentive 
And Convention Association (TICA); Kirit Shah, Chairman, GP Group

(L
-R

) Koh Jin Hoe, Regional President, Singapore Economic 
Development Board; Alvin Widarta Sariaatmadja, President 
Director, Emtek; Abhinav Jhunjhunwala, CEO, AJ Capital

(L
-R

)

Dennis Mak, Founder & CEO, Paraclete; Jeffrey Yam, Principal, 
Integrated Capital Holdings(L

-R
)

Vikram Hora, Chairman & CEO, YTY Group; Sagar Chordia, Director, 
Panchshil Realty; Raj Kumar, Group Chairman, Royal Holdings(L

-R
)


